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DR. HARRY L. WILLIAMS
Dr. Harry L. Williams became the 
10th President in the 119-year his-
tory of Delaware State University on 
January 10, 2010, after serving as the 
institution’s provost and vice presi-
dent for academic affairs.  
 
Shortly after beginning his tenure as 
president, Dr. Williams convened a 
Blue Ribbon Commission that crafted 
a new vision statement and a set of 
core values to establish DSU as one of 
America’s most highly respected His-
torically Black Colleges and Universi-
ties (HBCUs).  
 
During the first eight months of his 
tenure, Dr. Williams held more than 
200 meetings with constituencies, 
including White House officials, 
Governor Jack Markell, the Delaware 
Congressional delegation, state legis-
lators, alumni groups, community or-
ganizations and others. Dr. Williams 
also took two trips abroad to sign 
new collaborative agreements with 
institutions of higher education in 
China and South Africa.  
 
Under Dr. Williams’ leadership as 
provost, the University established a 
new general education program, a 
distance education strategic plan and 
a Middle States Monitoring Report 
plan and successfully completed 
searches that led to the hiring of 
a new dean of the College of Arts, 
Humanities and Social Sciences, a 
director of distance learning, a direc-
tor of the honors program and an as-
sociate vice president for sponsored 
programs.  
 
Prior to his arrival at DSU, Dr. Wil-
liams served the University of North 
Carolina General Administration 
as interim associate vice president 
for academic affairs beginning in 
September 2007.  He was elevated in 

March 2008 to interim senior associ-
ate vice president for academic and 
student affairs in which he focused 
on access and outreach for the 17 
campuses of the UNC system.  
 
Dr. Williams also progressed from an 
associate director to associate vice 
chancellor posts in the areas of aca-
demic affairs, enrollment and diver-
sity at Appalachian State University 
from 1988 to 2000 and from 2004 to 
2007. He served as interim director 
of admissions for North Carolina A&T 
University from 2000 to 2004.  
 
In addition to his experience within 
institutions of higher education, 
from 2002 to 2008 Dr. Williams was a 
national marketing and recruitment 
associate consultant with Noel-Levitz, 
the top national consultation firm for 
enrollment and management solu-
tions in the country. In that capacity, 
Dr. Williams provided consultation 
expertise to 14 different institutions 
of higher education, including Dela-
ware State University.  
 
Dr. Williams earned a Bachelor of Sci-
ence in communication broadcasting 
and a Master of Arts in educational 
media, both from Appalachian State 
University. He earned an Ed.D. in 
educational leadership and policy 
analysis from East Tennessee State 
University.  
 
He is married to Dr. Robin S. Wil-
liams, and they have two children: 
Austin, 15, and Gavin, 11. 
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THIS IS DSU
DSU BOARD OF TRUSTEES

APPOINTED BY THE GOVERNOR TERM EXPIRES
Mr. Bennie L. Smith  Kent August 25, 2012
Dr. Calvin T. Wilson, II  Kent  August 25, 2012
Mr. Wesley E. Perkins  Sussex  September 1, 2016
Dr. Matthew Mackie  New Castle   January 4, 2012
Dr. Claibourne D. Smith  New Castle   February 18, 2016
Mr. David G. Turner  New Castle  January 4, 2012
Mr. Leroy A. Tice, Esq.  New Castle  October 17, 2014
Ms. Lois M. Hobbs  Sussex January 11, 2017 

APPOINTED BY THE GOVERNOR TERM EXPIRES
Dr. A. Richard Barros, Esq.  Sussex  August 31, 2012
Mr. José F. Echeverri, MBA  Kent August 31, 2012
Mr. John Land, Chair  New Castle August 31, 2013
Mr. Marvin E. Lawrence  New Castle  August 31, 2016
Mr. Charles McDowell, Esq.  New Castle  August 31, 2012
Mr. James Stewart  New Castle  August 31, 2016
Mr. Barry M. Granger  New Castle  August 31, 2014

EX-OFFICIO
The Honorable Jack A. Markell
Governor of the State of Delaware

Dr. Harry L. Williams
President, Delaware State University

Now in its 120th year, Delaware State University has 
eagerly moved into the new millennium by embracing 
today’s new technology, assuming its role as an insti-
tution of research and preparing its students for the 
global market.

Delaware State University’s beginnings date back to 
1891, when the 58th General Assembly of the State of 
Delaware passed “An Act to Establish and Maintain a 
College for the Education of Colored Students in Agri-
culture and the Mechanic Arts” by virtue of the Second 
Morrill Act of Congress approved Aug. 30, 1890. The 
University began enrolling students in early 1892 and 
offered courses of study in agriculture, chemical, classi-
cal, engineering and scientific.

The institution has since developed into a 400-acre 
complex and has undergone two name changes since 
its inception. The name was changed to Delaware State 
College in 1947 and Delaware State University in 1993. 
In addition to its main campus in the state capital of 
Dover, DSU has satellite campuses in Wilmington and 
Georgetown.

In the institution’s 119-year history, the institution 
has had 10 presidents – Wesley P. Webb (1891-1895), 
William C. Jason (1895-1923), Dr. William S. Grossley, 
(1923-1942), Dr. Howard Gregg (1942-1949), Dr. Oscar 
Chapman (1950-1951), Dr. Jerome H. Holland (1953-
1960), Dr. Luna I. Mishoe (1960-1987), Dr. William B. 
DeLauder (1987-2003), Dr. Allen L. Sessoms (2003-
2008) and Dr. Harry Lee Williams (2010-present). 

During DSU’s history, there have also been two acting 
presidents. Dr. Maurice E. Thomasson served as acting 
president twice (1949-1950 and 1951-1953). Dr. Clai-
bourne D. Smith was acting president from 2008-2010.   

dELAWARE STATE UNIVERSITY 
CORE VALUES

Community

INtegrity

diversity

scholARSHIP

OUTREACH
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THIS IS DSU
DSU is fully accredited by the Middle States Association 
of Colleges and Schools. In addition, the University’s 
education, social work, didactic, nursing, hospitality and 
tourism programs all have national accreditations. The 
College of Business is internationally accredited. In 2011, 
the U.S. News & World Report ranked DSU 17th out of 
more than 100 HBCUs that were evaluated for academic 
quality, peer assessment, faculty resources and other 
areas.

Students at DSU have a choice of 57 undergraduate ma-
jors and 25 graduate degrees. Since 2004, DSU has also 
established five doctoral programs – in Applied Chem-
istry, Education Leadership, Interdisciplinary Applied 
Mathematics and Mathematical Physics, Neuroscience 
and Optics. Of the 190 faculty members that are spread 
among 20 academic departments, more than 91% of the 
faculty holds doctoral degrees while 45 have reached the 
rank of full professor. The student/professor ratio is a low 
19:1.

Over the last six years, research has become a high prior-
ity at DSU. Over that time the institution has parlayed 
successful grant writing efforts into the significant 

improvements in its research infrastructure and proj-
ect opportunities. The university currently has research 
projects in the disciplines of biotechnology, chemistry, 
law enforcement, mathematics, natural resources, social 
work, applied optics, computer sciences and other areas.

In 2009, the University received a $5 million NASA grant 
to establish a Center for Applied Optics for Space Science 
on the DSU campus. In 2011, the state of Delaware set 
aside $10 million to go toward the construction of a new 
Optics Research Facility.  

In addition to its traditional majors, DSU offers unique 
undergraduate programs in aviation, forensic biology, 
biotechnology, bioengineering, environmental science, 
hospitality and tourism management, community health 
and movement sciences. The most popular undergradu-
ate majors are mass communications, criminal justice, 
sport science, management, psychology, accounting and 
biology. 

Over the last three years, the university has also signifi-
cantly increased its reach around the world through a 
number of international agreements abroad. As of the 
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DSU AT A GLANCE

 |  56 Undergraduate degree programs, 25 Mas-
ter’s degree programs and five Doctoral degree 
programs
 |  Accredited by Middle States Commission on 
Higher Education (MSCHE), as well as by six special-
ized academic accrediting agencies
 |  William C. Jason Library includes a collection 
of 415,622 printed volumes and a total holding of 
more than 475,033 publications

FAculty Profile
 |  190 faculty members within
 |  21 academic departments
 |  174 faculty members possess a PhD or a termi-
nal degree (Terminal Master’s of Flight Captain)
 |  Student-to-faculty ratio is 13:1

SAtellite Sites
 |  Wilmington, Delaware
 |  Georgetown, Delaware

TotAl Enrollment: 3,819
 |  86% Full-Time
 |  14% Part-Time
 |  58% Live on campus
 |  42% Commute
 |  50% In-State
 |  50% Out-of-State

Most PopulAr 
UndergrAduAte MAjors
 |  Management
 |  Nursing
 |  Mass Communications
 |  Psychology
 |  Criminal Justice
 |  Social Work
 |  Sport Sciences/Sports Management
 |  Agriculture
 |  Accounting
 |  Biology

summer of 2006, the University has 31 formal agreements 
with institutions in countries such as China, Cuba, Egypt, 
Mexico, Namibia, Nigeria, Senegal, South Africa and oth-
ers. The agreements facilitate student/faculty exchanges, 
research collaborations and joint conferences.       

DSU offers 16 intercollegiate athletics programs at the 
NCAA Division I level. Its football, men’s and women’s bas-
ketball, softball teams and women’s equestrian have all 
achieved post-season national tournament bids over the 
last seven years, mostly the result of winning their confer-
ence tournament championship and regular season titles.

Over the last four years, the University made significant 
enhancement to campus life with the completion of a 
$51.5 million student complex that includes a Strength 
and Conditioning Facility, a Wellness Center, a swimming 
pool and a three-story Martin Luther King Jr. Student 
Center.
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DOVER
Visitors to Kent County, Delaware are pleasantly surprised by the variety of 
historical and cultural attractions, beautiful farmland and coastal scenery, and  
curious mix of old traditions and modern high-tech culture. In Kent County, 
visitors can find Amish buggies on city streets, delicate shorebirds and giant 
C-5 Galaxy military cargo planes, quiet museums and exciting NASCAR races, 
arts and antiques, Colonial history, slots and harness racing. 

Dover, the capital of the First State, invites you to experience life in a small 
American city – history, tax-free shopping and ambiance, all in a clean safe and 
friendly environment. You can spend the day shopping or strolling the quaint 
tree-lined streets to take in the city’s historic architecture, and spend the eve-
nings at the theater or trying your luck at a gaming facility.

You can step back in time, 
literally, by standing on the 
very corner where in 1787, 
delegates to Delaware’s 
Constitutional Convention 
ratified the U.S. Constitu-
tion – thus giving Delaware 
its “First State” moniker. 
The area’s collection of 
small towns as well as the 
natural beauty of places such 
as Bombay Hook National 
Wildlife Refuge, provide 
hours of fun and adventure 
for visitors of all ages. 

Dover’s central location in Delaware makes Kent County the perfect place for 
regional meetings and conventions, and a great overnight destination for tours 
of the state. Wilmington and the Brandywine Valley attractions are only one 
hour’s drive to the north. Delaware’s beach resorts, including Lewes, Bethany, 
and Rehoboth, are only one hour’s drive to the south. Philadelphia, Baltimore, 
and Washington, D.C. are all within a two-hour drive. Kent County puts you 
right in the middle of the charm and excitement of “America at its Best.”

ATTRACTIONS
Bombay Hook National Wildlife Refuge is a 16,000-acre haven along the Dela-
ware Bay coast east of Smyrna, with salt marshes, ponds, fields, and forests. 
Visitors come from all over the world to see the variety of migratory shorebirds 
and waterfowl that stop to feed at the refuge, an important feeding stop on the 
Atlantic Flyway. 

OUTDOOR ACTIVITES
The Delaware Bay, just East of Dover, offers some of the best fishing and crab-
bing in the region.   The bay serves as a breeding ground for many aquatic 
species, including horseshoe crabs. The bay is also a prime oyster ground. The 
area also features first-rate golf courses, bike trails, scenic paths, boating, state 
parks, conservation areas, lakes and greenways. 

EVENTS
The Old Dover Days Festival has existed in one form or another in the capital 
city since 1933. It is held on The Green and Legislative Mall, two beautiful 
outdoor parks in the  historic downtown district. Traditional elements and new 
components bring in thousands of visitors each year with attendance reaching 
15,000. Old Dover Days is a celebration of the First State’s Capital City and 
features a parade, maypole dancing, food court, re-enactors, walking tours, 
free entertainment and much more.

The Amish Bike Tour, African-American Festival, Delmarva Folk Festival, Jazz & 
Blues Festival, Diamond State BBQ Championship and Wyoming Peach Festival 
are other events that bring thousands to Central Delaware each year.   

ARTS & CULTURE
The Greater Dover is rich in arts and cultural activities. The Schwartz Center for 
the Arts, of which DSU is a partner, is one of the premier performing arts ven-
ues in the state. From live performances, films and special events, to meetings 
and receptions, the Schwartz Center offers something for all tastes. 

The Dover Symphony Orchestra is a regional organization founded in 1967 and 
comprised of professional and amateur musicians of all ages.

The Johnson Victrola museum is a tribute to Delaware’s native son, Eldridge 
Reeves Johnson, who founded the Victor Talking Machine Company in 1901. 
Exhibits include phonographs, recordings, memorabilia, trademarks, objects, 
and paintings that highlight Mr. Johnson’s successful business enterprises and 
chronicle the development of the sound-recording industry. 

In 2004, under the leadership of Board Chair Dr. Scott D. Miller (President 
of Wesley College), a strategic alliance was formed to partner the resources 
of Wesley College, Delaware State University, and The Friends of the Capital 
Theater, to maximize usage and position the historic treasure as the premiere 
performing arts center south of Wilmington.  In January 2007, the relation-
ship was formalized with the three becoming equal partners in the operation, 
management and programming of the Center.

DOVER INTERNATIONAL SPEEDWAY
Dover Downs International Speedway hosts two NASCAR Sprint Cup/Nationwide Series 
race weekends each year. Dover has the largest seating capacity (140,000 seats) of any 
sports facility between New York and the Carolinas.  The “Monster Mile” has challenged 
many professional drivers as they compete for the checkered flag. The concrete track 
with 24 degree banking is the first and only concrete superspeedway in NASCAR history, 
providing awesome racing action. NASCAR weekends at Dover are typically scheduled 
for the second weekend in May and the fourth weekend in September. Qualifying takes 
place on Friday, Nationwide Series drivers race on Saturday, and the Sprint Cup stars 
race on Sunday.  Dover Downs, along with nearby Harrington Raceway, also features top 
flight harness racing.  

DOVER AIR FORCE BASE
Dover Air Force Base is important to the country’s defense, as it represents one-fourth of the 
nation’s strategic airlift capacity. Approximately 7,000 people are stationed at the DAFB.   Dover 
is home to 36 giant C-5 Galaxy cargo planes, which are used to transport troops and equipment 
wherever they are needed around the world. The C-5 is the largest airplane in the U.S. military. 
Each plane is nearly as long as a football field, and could carry six motor coaches in its hold. 
The base cargo terminal known as the “Superport” is the largest anywhere in the US military, 
processing more tons of cargo than Kennedy airport in NY.   The Air Mobility Command (AMC) 
Museum on the DAFB has over 24 aircraft on display, and features more multi-engine aircraft 
than the National Air & Space Museum in Washington, DC. Veteran aircraft on display include a 
C-47 “Gooney Bird” that dropped paratroopers over Normandy on D-Day.
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Sept. 3 at Virginia Military Institute Lexington, Va. 1:30 p.m.
SEPT. 10 SHAW DOVER, DEL. 6 P.M.
Sept. 17 at Delaware Newark, Del. 6 p.m.
Sept. 24 at South Carolina State* Orangeburg, S.C. 2 p.m.
Oct. 1 at Florida A&M* Tallahassee, Fla. 6 p.m.
OCT. 8 NORFOLK STATE* DOVER, DEL. 1 P.M.
Oct. 15 at North Carolina A&T* Greensboro, N.C. 1:30 p.m.
OCT. 29 MORGAN ST.* (HOMECOMING) DOVER, DEL. 1 P.M.
NOV. 5 NORTH CAROLINA CENTRAL* DOVER, DEL. 1 P.M.
Nov. 12 at Hampton* Hampton, Va. 1 p.m.
NOV. 19 HOWARD* DOVER, DEL. 1 P.M.

Dates and times subject to change  |  Home games in all CAPS  | * MEAC Game


